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NUMBER XXII. 
To be continued every Saturpay. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


Defipiant omnes.—~ Horace. 


SATURDAY, OGober 22d. 


SEB NE would imagine the le of this metropo- 
® lis bad eaten of the ‘lai Veet that takes the rea- 
) fon prifoner; or that like thofe who have been 
? bit by the tarantula, they have fuffered from the 
{tings of certain mifchievous infects, which 
3, have the power of infafing fuch virulent poi- 
23 fon in the wounds they give, as produces a 
temporary delirium, during which they 4 
thoufand extravagancies. | 

Wuen we hear the prefent miniftry reproathed in every coffee- 
houfe, in every ale-houfe, and almoft in every private houfe within 
the city of London: when we hear the plébeian politician accufe 
them of want of capacity, of want of fpirit and activity; and ex- 
claim with an air of contempt, ‘* What have they done fince Mr. 
“* P—tt was driven from the adminiftration ?”’ When we revolve We 
the great and-important conquefts they have made, firft of » 
tinique, and its appendages ; and then of the Havanna, with its — 
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dependencies ; and compare the operations of the laft campaign 
with thofe of the year that clofed the former ad——n; we cannot 
help exclaiming in our turn, ‘* What have they not done?) What 
« have they neglected, which they could poffibly have undertaken 
“ for the honour and advantage of their country ?”’ 

Wuen we hear the fame candid politicians inveighing againft 
the peace whichis faid to be upon-the carpet, as difhonourable, 
treacherous, and iafamous; when we examine fuch fuppofed ar- 
ticles as they are pleafed to fpecify ; and collate them with the 
terms in which their immaculate m—r acquiefced in the late ne- 
gotiation ; when we find them much more favourable for Great 
Britain than were thofe which he had adopted ; when we recol- 
gece le@ with what filent approbation his propofitions were received ; 
Pah and hear with what outragious clamour, a much more honourable 
, and advantageous peace is now rejected by the multitude; what 
can we think, but that heaven hath actually deprived the people 
of their fenfes; or that they are blinded by the moft abfurd pre- 
judices, and tranfported by the moft ungenerous and unjuftifiable 
refentment? 

Is it poffible, that rational beings fhould be fo weak, fo hum- 
ble, as to refign all their own ideas and reflections, and liften with 
implicit faith, to the idle declamation of a few worthlefs incendi- 
aries, who do not even take the trouble to amufe them with the 
fainteft fhadows of reafon; but feem to overbear their intellects 
with a foul torrent of general abufe, totally devoid of truth, ar 
gument, and probability ? 
Be To thefe abandoned wretches, who have devoted their talents, 
“eb e fuch as they are, to the propagation of flander and fedition, and 
perpetually ring the changes upon venal pens, minifierial bire- 
lings, and mercenary writers, attempting to defend an infamous 
peace; Whatfhould I oppofe but ineffable contempt, and_ filent 


1 if difdain? 1 might retort their fcurrility with intereft: I might 
Mea drag them from their obfcurity, and exhibit them in their pro- 
rea per colours to the aftonifhed public, many individuals of which 
hese would be afhamed of the leaders, under whofe banners they had 
bine a enlitted: 1 might prove that he is the vileft of all mercenaries, 
(aa who proftitutes his confcience for hire, and engages to do the 
hia ee wortt drudgery of faction; to traduce character, hint flander, - 
Hag inculcate falfhood, fcatter the feeds of difloyalty, and kindle the 
ie uae flames of civil diflenfion in the bowels of his country. 

Veta Bur, this is a tafk as unneceflary as it is difagreeable. The 
Mei bufinefs is, not to afperfe, but to juftify; not to recriminate,. 
‘ ant but to refute ; particularly to demonftrate the folly of thofe who 
Tay clamour, that we are going to give up tamely the advantages we 
oe ii have gained, without proper confiderations, without fecuring to 
ha gal ourfelves an indemnification for the expence of the war; whereas, 
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we ought to retain the French fugar-iflands, and the Havanna, 
and exclude both French and Spaniards from any fhare of the 
fifhery on the banks of Newfoundland. 

I sHALL not pretend to argue from motives of humanity, as 
they {feem to be entirely out of the gueftion; nor mention it as a 
circumitance worth notice, that we might be juftly taxed with 
cruelty and oppreflion, fhould we interdi@, or exclude even a 
vanquifhed enemy from the common benefits of nature: fenti- 
ments of generofity and compafiion are, it feems, not to be in- 
dulged when the fate of empires is at ftake; we mutt then liften 
to nothing but the dictates of ambition, intereft and convenience, 
Be it fo—I will proceed upon that foundation—I have, on a for- 
mer occafion, proved that extenlive conquetts muft be fatal to. 
Great Britain, by their own weight ; that the would be in the con-: 
dition of a waggon loaded, until the axle-tree cracks in the cen- 
ter; that fhe would refemble an emaciated body with dropfical 
members: the vitals would be exhaufted, and the limbs would 
mortify for want of circulation from the heart—I will now endea- 
vour to prove, that infifting upon rigorous terms of peace, efpeci- 
ally on an utter exclufion of the French from the fifhery on the 
banks of Newfoundland, would, in all probability, be attended 
with the ruin of thefe kingdoms, 

Tue French will, no doubt, remonf{trate to this effect. ‘“* Were 
we compelled by neceffity to acquiefce in the rigorous terms you 
want to impofe, you could not hope that the peace would be lait- 
ing; you muit take it for granted, that we would feize every op- 
portunity to vindicate ourfelves from the opprefiion you exerciie, 
and employ all our engines to intereft the other powers of Europe 
in our behalf. Ours would then become a common caufe; and. 
it would be the intereft of.every other maritime power to unite: 
in aconfederacy, to retard the progrefs of England towards abio- 
lute dominion and defpotiim by fea. If you are determined to 
keep pofieflion of Canada, to deprive us of our fifhery, and with- 
hold our fugar iflands, you muft alfo determine to continue the 
war; becaufe, in that cafe, our navigation being entirely ruined, 
it will not be worth our while to accept of peace, We thall-make, 


fhift, by the help of our privateers, to interrupt your commerce, 


alarm your coaft, and bring part of your wealth into the harbours 
of France: we fhall be able to find youan annual vent for fix or 


feven millions in Germany, and put you to the yearly expence of, 


twice as much more in protecuting your hoftilities in other quar- 


ters. We ourfelves, inthe mean time, may be hampered. in the 


article of finances ; but you will be pleafed to confider that I'rance 
maintained five numerous armies in different, parts of Europe, for 
a feries of ten years, before fhe had any colonies at all from which, 
the reaped the leaft advantage ; that fhe has ftill the fame refources. 
within herfelf; that her fubjects are numerous, and devoted to the 
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glory of their Prince ; that fhe abounds with corn, wine, and oil ; 
that the carries on a prodigious inland traffick with all the moitt 
confiderable powers on the continent; that fhe even touches a 
confiderable part of the money which England lavifhes away in 
Germany ; that fhe can maintain the war in Weftphalia with little 
or no addition to her ordinary expence in time of peace; and that, 
while the proceeds in her career, without contracting new incum- 
brances, Great Britain is adding yearly twelve millions {terling to 
her national debt, already fo oppreffive,’ that fhe can hardly ftag- 
ger under the enormous burden. You demand an indem- 
nification for the expences of the war; "tis already in your 
hands. We are content to cede for ever the immenfe dominions 
of Canada, a country very near as extenfive as all Europe taken 
together. We leave you in full poffeflion of the whole American 
fur-trade, which, in time, may open new fources of commerce. 
If you have fquandered away your treafurcs in G—y, upon ob- 
jects that were foreign to the true intereft of your country, you 
cannot expect that we fhould refund what you have fo wantonly 
and unwifely facrificed. Your late K—g was offered a neutrality for 
his E—te, which he rejected with difdain. We afterwards granted 
a capitulation to his troops when they were at our mercy, which 
naturally terminated the war in W——ph—a ; but, this capitulation 
was broke, and thofe troops recommenced hoftilities at the requi- 
fition of another Prince, who pretended that the El—r of H—r 
had inftigated him to attack his neighbours ; and therefore he in- 
fitted upon being fupported by the troops and treafure of Great 
B—n. ‘The expence you have incurred inG—y, therefore, was 
either to fupport an unneceflary ally, from whofe fuccefs you could 
reap no advantage; or to protect the Electorate of H——-r, which 
would have needed no protection, had your M—h accepted of 
the proffered neutrality, or adhered to the capitulation of Clofter- 
Severn: nay, had Great B—n, and the Germanic Body, allowed 
us to take —— poffeffion of that El—te, at the beginning of 
the war, the people would have lived happy and fecure under the 
mild adminiftration of France, and we fhould have been glad to 
reftore it at the peace for lefs than one fifth of the fum which is 
annually expended in its defence. In that cafe, your fdlow-fub- 
jeéts of H—r, and all your Weftphalian allies, would have rejoiced 
in the bleffings of peace and nt ;. whereas they now fee their 
cities ruined, their palaces deftroyed, and their country laid wafte. 
One half of them has already perifhed by the calamities of war; 
and the furvivors, reduced to beggary, imprecate the vengeance of 
heaven upon G—t B—n, by whofe boafted alliance and protec- 
tion, they are undone. You ought not therefore to charge the 
expence of the G—n war upon France ; but place it to the ac- 
count of your own rafhnefs and indifcretion ? 
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Wriruour ail doubt, France has reafon to make fuch a ree 
monftrance; and thofe who demand of her an indemnification 
for the whole expence of the war, argue in the ftile which was 
lately adopted by the panegyrifts of a noble D—ke, remarkable 
for political fagacity. When he was removed from the Ty, 
they obferved that this was but an ungrateful return for havin 
{pent above half a million of his own money in the fervice of the 
government. With a parity of reafon, I once heard a decayed 
fubaltern damn the army, becaufe, while he received no more 
from the G-—t, than the wretched pay of a lieutenant, he 
had {pent ten thoufand pounds of his own money in debauchery 
and extravagance. 

But, let us grant we are iotitled toa full indemnification from 
France: in what manner is this indemnification to be obtained ? If 
we gain by retaining Guadaloupe, Martinique, and all the other 
acquifitions we have made in the courfe of the war, an addition of 
three or four millions to our annual revenue ; and in confequence 
of retaining thefe conquefts be obliged to maintain the war at the 
expence of fix times the fum; where is the man {0 loft to com- 
mon fenfe, who will not own, that our protracting .the war would 
be equally ap ac and abfurd ? If any perion would andertake 
to fill a cafk that leaked fix gallons in an hour, with a pipe that 
runs no more than two in the fame time, would not every hearer 
perceive at once, and own the folly of the undertaker? Yet fuch 
a project would not be more prepofterous than that of profecuting 
the war, until we indemnify ourfelves with our conquefts, In- 
ftead of fupplying what is already wafted, we fhould only drain 
ourfelves to the bottom; and when once our public credit is cracked, 
all Europe will rejoice at our bankruptcy ; for, there is not a power 
in Chriftendom, which does not, at this very hour, look upon 
our fuecefs with an evil eye; nor do I believe, there is one {tate 
in Chriftendom which, without particular views.to its own interetft, 
would affift us with one regiment to fave us from ruin. 

Tue truth is, we have become too formidable to our neigh- 
bours: we have ufed our fuccefs in fuch an imperious manner, as 
to excite the difguft, as well as the jealoufy of the other mari- 
time ftates of Europe; and, were it pofflible to continue the war, 
until our rage of conqueft could be fatiated, I fhould expect to fee 
this nation expofed to the hoftilities of a grand alliance, formed 
on purpofe to fet bounds to our ambition, I fhould be glad to 
know upon what power we could depend for affiftance in that 
day of diftrefs ? ae 

Sucu aday will, Ihope, never break upon Great Britain, It 
is high time to give peace to the panting nations of the earth. It 
is from peace alone, from an equitable peace, dictated by the. {pi- 
rit of humanity and moderation, that we are to derive ap 
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advantages which will indemnify us for the expences of the war ; 
from an immediate ceflation of thofe grievous exactions, which 
are yearly augmenting the public diftrefs; from a due encourage- 
ment of art and induftry ; from a particular attention to trade, 
which ought to be freed from certain reftri€tions, tenderly che- 
rifhed, extended and improved, fo as to-enjoy its advantages, with- 
out competition, at this period, when no power is in a condition 
to rival usin foreign markets; from a more equal diftribution of 
the public burdens, which are, in fome refpects, at prefent, par- 
tially impofed; from a well-digefted fyftem of police for abolith- 
ing idlenefs, reftraining rapine, punifhing profligacy, and main- 
taining order ; froma proper regulation of the finances, a fcru- 
pulous regard to national oeconomy; and a practicable plan for 

radually difcharging the incumbrances of the public. Thefe, I 

Pe are the falutary aims of a patriot king, and a virtuous mi- 
niftry ; and if they are accomplifhed, many people who now, 
from prejudice or mifapprehenfion, join the cry againft the 
peace, will blefs heaven fot having favoured them with an admi- 
niftration, which had benevolence and courage enough to make 


them happy, even in their own defpite. 


( To be continued. J 
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